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POULTRY RANGE SHELTER
D. F. KING, Poultry Husbandman

MOVABLE RANGE SHELTERS are very
important in successful poultry raising,
and for two reasons. First, they make it
possible to use clean ground -not in-
fested with worm eggs and the like.
Second, greater use can be made of for-
age crops during the growing season.

Usually chicks are brooded in a per-
manent building located close to other
farm buildings for convenience. Within
a few years, the soil around such a
building becomes infested with worm
eggs, coccidiosis organisms, and other
disease-producing parasites. Under such
conditions, it is very difficult to raise
healthy chickens if they are allowed to
range outside.

Until about 8 weeks old, chicks can
be kept inside the brooder house with-
out too much exposure to diesases. Up
to this age, chicks do not need much
exercise and green feed, and their
growth is not retarded much by confine-
ment. However, between 8 and 20
weeks of age, chicks develop much
better when allowed to range on clean
ground. By use of range shelters,
chickens can be raised in the sunshine
on areas seldom used by older chickens.

The range may be a pasture used by
other livestock or an area seeded to
crops especially for chickens. Good
grazing, or forage, will lower the cost
of grain and mash feed by 10 to 20
per cent. The vitamins, minerals, and
proteins supplied by the forage build
strong vigorous pullets. The Alabama

Agricultural Experiment Station has
found crimson clover, white Dutch
clover, ladino clover, lespedeza, and
alfalfa to be excellent green feed for
chickens. Any pasture crop adapted to
the available soil type will be satisfac-
tory for pullets.

The Alabama Station has built and
used many different types and sizes of
range shelters in the last 15 years. As
more shelters were needed, the faults
of the previous types were corrected.
The shelter described here is highly
recommended. It is small enough to be
moved easily either by dragging or haul-
ing on a wagon or truck. It is inex-
pensive to build. The aluminum roof is
durable, light in weight, and provides
a cooler house even in midsummer than
other types of roofing. This shelter ac-
commodates 50 pullets. With such a
number, it is easier to keep down con-
tamination around the shelter than it is
with larger flocks.

Both ends of the shelter are covered
with 1-inch poultry netting to protect
the pullets from predatory animals. The
floor is covered with 1 by 2-inch welded
wire fabric, which keeps the birds from
coming in contact with their droppings.
The. wire fabric is durable and will last
many years.

The sheltek is easily built. Any one
familiar with hammer-and-saw carpen-
try can build it by following the pictures
and description.
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