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FARM WOODLOTS, if kept productive,
will increase in value and furnish a
good source of revenue to the owners.
The most serious obstacle to wide ap-
plication of good forestry practices has
been the reduction in quality by cutting
most of the good trees and leaving the
poor ones. If a woodlot has been neg-
lected and abused, it will cost money
to restore it to good condition. After
improvement practices are started, good
trees will add valuable wood on their
trunks every year until they are har-
vested. When the trees are harvested,
the owner will receive a good return on
the small investment he has made in
stand improvement work.

A large percentage of the forest land
in Alabama can and should grow pines.
They grow rapidly and there is a mar-
ket for small pines that are cut during
thinning operations. In bottomland
woodlots, valuable hardwoods can be
grown and managed on these sites.
Hardwoods to be of value must be
grown to a fair size, not less than 16
inches in diameter at breast height, and
must have a clear first log without de-
fects.

ALLOW ONLY GOOD TREES
TO GROW 4z WOODLOTS

To be highly productive, a woodlot
must contain fast growing trees of high
quality. They can be very small, young
trees, but always should be those that
are increasing in value from year to
year. Pines and only the best hard-
woods must be favored. All poor, de-
fective, and slow growing trees must

be eliminated to permit good trees to
take over the growing space. This fact
is particularly true with regard to scrub-
by hardwoods that can be considered
as nothing but weed trees. Many ex-
periments in forest management con-
ducted by the Agricultural Experiment
Station of the Alabama Polytechnic In-

stitute substantiate this fact. The net
income from a properly managed wood-
lot is 2 to 5 times more than from one
that is neglected.

SELL MERCHANTABLE
TREES a4 LOW VALUE

In any neglected forest stand, there
are always some trees that, despite
their low value, can be sold. They are

Young pines need growing space. The two oaks that
have been girdled will die, making room for the more
desirable pines.
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FIG 1. Defective, slow growing, hardwood
is girdled to give growing space to pines.
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FIG. 2. Mediurn-s~zed ut,desirobtc hard-
wood is poisoned by placing ammote crys-
tals in chopped cups at the root collar.
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FIG. 3. Medium-sized undesirable hard-
wood is poisoned by pouring 2,4,5-T into
a frill chopped at a convenient height.
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PLANT WHERE DESIRABLE
TREES ARE NOT AVAILABLE
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FIG,. 4. Smatt hardwood is chopped down
and 2,4,5-T is poured on the stump to
prevent sprouting.
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