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Ofte &e CM4 Starr millet has become a mainstay on Alabama
dairy farms, since it provides good quality forage during summer
when other pasture crops are not highly productive. However,
selecting the best management system for millet has been difficult.
Now there is research information available that shows relative
merits of green-chopping and grazing of this summer forage. As
reported in the story on page 3, grazing resulted in higher milk
yield per cow, whereas production per acre of millet was higher
when the forage was cut and fed as (green-chop. Shown on the
cover grazing high quality millet is part of the research herd at
the Gulf Coast Substation, where the study was done.
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Bul. 344. Effects of Deep Turning and
Non-Dirting Cultivation on Bunch and Run-
ner Peanuts.

Bul. 346. Effect of Seed Size on Vigor and
Yield of Runner Peanuts.

Bul. 347. Coastal Bermuda Pasture vs.
Other Forages for Dairy Cows.

Bul. 355. Grain Movements in Alabama:
Firms, Volumes, and Transportation Used.
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tations.

Leaf. 60. A Comparison of Starr Millet,
Sweet Sudangrass, Johnsongrass as Dairy
Forages.

Leaf. 68. Spider Mites on Cotton in Ala-
bama.

Prog. Rept. 62. Commercial Fishworm Pro-
duction.
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GRAZING BEST-

Managing Starr Millet
for Dairy Cows
K. M. AUTREY, Dept. of Dairy Science

J. H. BLACKSTONE, Dept. of Agricultural Economics

HAROLD YATES, Gulf Coast Substation
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WL Thrips damage to young cotton plants.
(R) Plants in thrips-controlled plot. Injury
usually disappears by time plants are 4 to 6
s eeks old.
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COTTON YIELDS-
Thrips control vs. none

T. F. WATSON, Zoology-Entomology Dept.

Nio. 1L1. L 1).
(I KA 4:3.8 1 ,99:3
'It tatc 1:3.7 1,863 .110

I )i-\ xxo 1tti 17.6 1,952 41

'Each tivcictt 1is ix tragt', x al ili of six
differet c xpimnits.

points wxithi regatrd to thrips ietitritl ill
Alab~ama. First, il tmatny instances titrips
populations at e xo ocle]igill ats to be
Of little oi- 11 II) tiSe(ILICeI, attoi SCCOId,
een wixxhere infest ationst are si tffhe jetitixT
dlex to callse sex crc planit damlage totall
.vlel dx atre nt i t dvxe rxel.x affected. Illt
loat i clioT's, x'ieldx xx e e xhghtl\ gr eater
xx et ii thipx xxere not eontioiledi. Thiis
hals ilxo lbeett fountd ill a ttttilbr of, oither
('ltton -prodl(icii g states.

experimoents ate gixven itt Tales I and 2
to shoxw t exlts of' th rix ('1)11trtol. Bo th
poloiate altd I)j-sx 'trot jttxectjc-idex ej\ e
glood Conttrol of' thrips tot seedlling Cotton.
Results, ats shownx in these tahles, itdi-
(atle that tht ipx cotrol doex flt t eex
sat 'ixv tocalt alt tttcreaxc int xieilix. Inl
fou ott f the six expetrimetnts, treatmttst
xwitht 1)111)1te attid l)i x stittt rcxttlted ill
loxwet x lelds thatt the utreated cheeks.
The phoiate treati 1e t tre'slted ini a
s1ltlx gTicater x ieid itt otte of tile experi-
mlets txII( xxhu)i xx xll resuiltedl itt tile
top) ieldl itt tile ril'aliitg text. Ill ttotne

of1 tltcx(' xx ax there atll imotrtat1 differ-
et tee ilt \Ie]dx lIelxx ect t rcaite(h illl Il,

treated Ipltx.

Conclusions

It is eoit('lided ftottt tltt resillts of
Iltexe expet itilit5 that thle d(ll attalges
at Ishig ftoitt tlt' ctnttol tf, tlttips filt oit

wxeigh illtx adx ittttItiwe that ittav lie graittel.
T[ite tttaitIlot elit tresults It.11 ito 1111V

lttlif tutu. x igot (lls grixxth tf thel ottttg
pilats. Iloix~r vxt.Nisibile (diftetentes itt
lrt-itxx th Iwwexxet tit itlred lli at 1 n 1111 p el
flitits~ hlt~t itsitlly dlisappfearedi lix thle
titnec tile eittitt is 4 to 6 xx (eks tol ag(e.

T[he llisailx ailagex fritti cittitrolilt i

tlttipx ittr-: I ) itt (t('-axex cost of utttit

lit(1(1 etitilt 2) t-extlts itt itt It tetease ill
x e(L attd, 3) (lextrox x blcttceial ittxeut

loolal~tioix that itid llit tihe eoti of itf
tttottiit pest, thle iillxxorttt.

'rABLE 1. NUMBEIIS OF T111111", Nl) YIELDS 01 Co-FiON FHONI SEVEBAi. ExeFim\IENis



PECAN
INDUSTRY
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Although many of the 200 pecan growers
interviewed in the study had groves such as
the one above, results showed that only 300
received a major portion of their income
from pecans.
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SOUTHERN BLIGHT, or "White Mold,"
is a destructive disease of peanuts in
Alabama and other peanut-growing
states. The blight is caused by a soil fun-
gus (Sclerotium rolfsii), which attacks
roots and soil-level parts of peanuts and
many other plants.

A wide range, of plants serves as host
for the blight fungus, and it has the
ability for long survival in the soil. For
these reasons, control measures have
been restricted to, cultural practices.

The disease is usually most severe
where peanuts are planted following pea-
nuts or other legume crops, and less se-
vere. where oats, corn, or other grain
crops are planted in rotation with pea-
nuts. Oats appeared to give best con-
trol of the fungus in studies by Auburn
University Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion.

Fungus Control Studied

How grain crops help control the
fungus and reduce disease severity is

*Cooperative, USDA Agricultural Re-
search Service.
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not clearly understood. One possibility
is that decomposition of plant residues
by microbes in the soil creates conditions
unfavorable for the Southern blight
fungus. This was one possibility investi-
gated in the laboratory and greenhouse
studies at Auburn.

In initial laboratory studies, S. rolfsii
was grown in sterilized water extracts of
dry plant residues. Rate of fungus growth
is indicated by the following dry weights
of the fungus:

Extract source
Clover
Peanuts ------
Vetch--
Corn
Oats

Dry weight, mg.
84.1
64.7
52.7
47.1
35.3

Growth of the fungus was considerably
less in cultures of oats; or corn than in
clover or peanut extracts. This suggests
that oat and corn residues may contain

substances that directly retard growth of
the parasite.

Survival of Fungus in Soil

Effects of plant residues on survival of
the disease organism in soil was investi-

FIG. 1. Illustrated here is survival of S.
rolfsii mycelium on nylon mesh cloth buried
in soil amended with dry plant residues,
both sterilized and natural soils.

gated. The fungus was allowed to grow
over small squares of nylon fine-mesh
gauze. These were then buried in steril-
ized soil and in natural soil containing

dry, chopped residues of clover or oats,
and in soil without residue.

Microscopic examination revealed that
the fungus disappeared most rapidly in
soil containing oat residues, Figure 1.
Reduction was much greater in natural
soil. This was expected because of the
suppressive and destructive action of
other soil microorganisms. Such rapid

destruction of the fungus in the presence
of the oat amendment might be expected
to reduce the inoculum potential in soil,
resulting in less disease severity.

Residue Effects on Stem Rot

A greenhouse study at Auburn was
done to determine if amending soil with
dry oat residue would reduce, stem rot
damage of peanut seedlings grown in
fungus-infested soil. Seedlings were
grown in rolfsii-infested soil that was
amended with clover, peanut, or oat resi-
dues. A comparison treatment had no
residue added. After 15 days, plants were
removed and rated for stem damage. As
shown by Figure 2, peanut seedlings
suffered less stem-rot damage in soil
amended with oat residue.

Results of the laboratory and green-
house studies indicate that control of the
Southern blight fungus by crop rotations
involving oats might result from (1)
water soluble substances that occur nat-
urally in oats and have a suppressive ef-
fect on the fungus; and (2) unfavorable
conditions for growth or survival of the
fungus in the soil during oat residue de-
composition by other soil microbes.

DII IS

STEM ROT SEVERITY RATING

FIG. 2. Stem-rot severity ratings for peanut
seedlings grown in fungus-infested soilamended with dry plant residues are shown.
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SOUTHERN BLIGHT DISEASE
OF PEANUTS REDUCED BY
OAT RESIDUE IN SOIL

AUBREY C. MIXON* and E. A. CURL
Department of Botany and Plant Pathology
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SKIP-ROW COTTON
May fit your farm
E. J. PARTENHEIMER and J. H. YEAGER, Department of Agricultural Economics
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Controlling Weeds During
Coastal Bermuda Establishment

R. M. PATTERSON, V. S. SEARCY', and RAY DICKENS
Departmnt of Agronomy attd Sotls

An ce til to f x \ .i T i i tri le xx enittliti t o ut xlls yFxx

-ki ua i \ to d s xxt arexnt serious pt'lnit. iii t'xt ablix]iii g (am.st ill.
Thes pest ]tt plitxt comptet xx itli th let \ t k'xl plainte ' ra fix ot.

e\t ex lit (t'e t itttt els trot t loittii.l ts. xxus t\c''l tlat t'xtitb-

hli x stx.

It hits btetet ktiitxx i fot st'x t't l x cat x thatlit lri~tlltaf xx t't't

('PI l (0 be Potole b\~5. )( 2,4-b.6 D el eIAH," iil-(' 2059)

hil 963 it~ilil (4kilttlitt'tx ,hi ltia Nuolt of1 iiolillttatuits
tit'l x t t Cro ( ix aeralsPut St il \iti ll\itt 19(54 fr hi

Uset it tot ( I \\A itil H ,tlti btlw \\ritt esxted opilIll-

itti i a ntel\ A l spriggitig thet h oliiilgt-tsx. M)lA iutid

These tests plots illustrate effects of herbicides on Coastal stands,
as well as weed control provided. Treatments shown (left to right
in each phato) are: (1) CP 17029, 2 lb., and untreated check;
(2) dlacthal, 8 lb., and untreated check; (3) CP 31675, 1 lb.. and
weedy border; (4) diuron, 1'/2 lb., and CP 17029, 3 lb.; (5) sim-
azine, 2 lb., and diuron, 1 lb.; and (6) DMA, 6 lb., and diuron,
1 1/2 lb. per acre.

I)".. P %\eret apliedl polst etoiigent to tlii xxed iti ant [)I P 
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phoitographis illutatle efft't't of 1
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I" lb211. I)C tet i (4 ) (':P :3 1(56T, 5. 1 , illt)d 2 lb). p)Ti a(t;
its] I.5) IXPA. 4 it] ) l1). perkt'

At p t'xett soonitol is the iottl olt' of' tl'e tht is I t'gixl

tr, b.\ Lx I'SI) lo t(his pittpos"'

V ~' 45'
S

l~l~ '~'

1'
5- &5, ~

I (D



W HAT DOES IT COST to produce a weaned beef calf? This
question has been asked by many cattlemen.

Costs vary among farms according to kinds of pastures,
grain, protein and roughages fed, investment in breeding
stock, and other factors. A study of major cost items, their
relative importance, and why some producers achieve lower
costs than others was made by Auburn University Agricul-
tural Experiment Station.

In the fall of 19683, 47 producers of weaned beef calves in
Montgomery, Marengo, and Sumter counties were inter-
viewed as well as 67 others in northern and southern Ala-
bama. Physical data, cost estimates, and production practice
information were obtained.

Central Alabama Producers

The 47 central Alabama producers averaged 23 years ex-
perience in beef cattle production. Their average age was 53
years. More than one-third reported farming as the only
source of income.

These farmers operated an average of 1,033 acres; 40%
of the farmers rented a part of the land operated. Herd size
averaged 141 beef brood cows, the largest consisting of 674
cows. Average weight of calves sold was 454 lb. at 8 months
of age.

Farm land chargeable to beef averaged 4.5 acres per brood
cow. Almost 90% of this land was in native grasses or native
grasses plus clover. Very little use was made of temporary
crops.

Costs Involved

Excluding a land charge, only 86% of all the producers
interviewed had total costs of less than $25 per cwt. of
weaned beef calves sold. The average cost was $26.68 per
cwt. (See table.)

Pasture and feed were the major cost items for all groups.
Low-cost producers had the lowest pasture costs per cow
and as a proportion of total costs. This was achieved by a
higher stocking rate and greater dependence on native
grasses and native grasses plus clover.

COSTS AND RETURNS PER BROOD Cow AS REPORTED BY 47
WEANED BEEF CALF PRODUCERS, CENTRAL ALABAMA, 1962

Cost per cwt. groups

Items

Number of farms
Av. no. brood cows
Acres, land per brood cow--

Costs per cow:
Pasture . . .
Feed -- - - - - --
Interest on investment

in beef animals ......
Marketing
Buildings
Other

Less breeding stock sales
and change in inventory-

Plus purchases

Adjusted net cost per cow_-

Pounds of beef calves
marketed per cow ......

Cost per cwt. of beef
calves sold

Less
than

$25.00

$25.00,
to

$34.99

17 19
165 124

3.9 4.9

$20.37
24.02

11.26
2.10
2.61

11.52

$ 42.72
29.28

11.66
2.68
3.67

14.73

$35.00
and
over

Average
all

groups

11 47
132 141

4.8 4.5

$ 46.35
36.60

9.63
1.92
3.27

14.70
$71.88 $104.74 $112.47

$34.04
28.64

11.05
2.27
3.13

13.36

$92.49

22.98 11.13 23.58 18.89
15.44 13.15 7.01 12.78

$64.34 $106.76 $ 95.90 $86.38

364 365 182 324

$17.70 $ 29.24 $ 52.63 $26.63

WEANED BEEF CALF
PRODUCTION -
Costs and Returns*

TOM D. NOLEN
Department of Agricultural Economics

Types and amounts of feed fed varied among the groups.
Low-cost producers used a less expensive source of protein
and produced hay cheaper than the other two groups. In
general, low-cost producers fed less feed per cow. The aver-
age producer fed 5.2 bu. of corn, 1,584 lb. of hay, and the
equivalent of 261 lb. of 41% cottonseed meal per cow. The
average low-cost producer fed only 2.7 bu. of corn, 1,340
lb. of hay, and the equivalent of 260 lb. of 41% cottonseed
meal per cow. Amounts of feed fed were probably above
normal because of the severe winter of 1962.

Interest on investment per cow was lowest for the high-
cost group. This group valued cows, bulls, and replacements
at a lower price per head than producers in the other groups.
Average value reported per cow was $165 by low-, $150 by
medium-, and $135 by high-cost producers.

There were no great differences among groups in market-
ing and building costs per brood cow. However, building
costs per cow were closely related to size of herd. As herd
size increased, building costs per cow declined. Building
investment averaged $26 per cow for low-, $37 for medium-,
and $33 for high-cost groups.

Other costs included fencing, health, water, property tax,
and labor charges. Labor cost averaged $4.22 per cow or
$1.30 per cwt. of weaned beef calves sold.

Output and Returns

There is little difference in annual cost of keeping a brood
cow regardless of whether she produces a calf. Therefore,
output per cow in addition to level of costs is an important
factor affecting profits. The amount of weaned beef calves
sold is largely determined by percentage of calf crop, replace-
ment rate if replacements are raised, and weight of calf sold.

Low- and medium-cost producers sold almost the same
amount of weaned beef calves per cow, although their costs
per cwt. were quite different. These two groups averaged
almost 0.9 calf dropped per brood cow and sold almost 0.8
calf per brood cow. High-cost producers averaged 0.65 calf
born per cow and sold only 0.43 calf per cow. Average
weight of calves sold was 455, 463, and 426 lb., respectively,
for low-, medium-, and high-cost groups.

Fifteen producers had receipts above costs as calculated
excluding a land charge. However 62% of the producers had

returns that equalled or exceeded cash costs.
By analysis of both input and output phases of their cattle

enterprises, beef calf producers can determine ways to make
improvements that pay off in dollars.

* This report is a part of an overall contract study on the po-
tential for beef cattle in Alabama supported in part by a grant
from the Southern Railway System.



PASTURES for BEEF COWS
NURSING CALVES

W. B. ANTHONY, R. R. HARRIS, and R. R. NIX.

Department of Animal Science and
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per iodl 1934 to 1 9:38 intx e beetn x ideix
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Wtit Id :11 d xx axtx x Wete fC(ttix C ill Clix-

platfotil tu Citt olattoll of litltro. tx ill top

requltitred 11)1 lki 1) 20 % tto 40q.
Fot Iti till/zat itt ol oldier pondisi xx lwtt

potnd \x tt's ]lat1 Iteet i btroughit undl~er

let tilii/tttol \\ xxia font iti possible. C'otl-

initd 1(1 ttA till/uti olld did '7) t t re-a~
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4
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A single platform can be used to fertilize up to 15 acres of water. Here the pond has been
drawn down to show construction details. Fertilizer is placed on top of platform, which is
1 ft. under water when pond is full.
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H. S. SWINGLE
Dept. of Zoology-Entomology



FIG. 1. This is a good
-it 4. growth of hardseeded

crimson clover.
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Persistence of Hard Seededness
In CRIMSON CLOVER
E. D. DONNELLY, Deportoseriit of Ag-oiiorny and Sodls
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FIG. 2 Hard seededness from continuous re-
seeding and nonreseeding stands persisted
at relatively high levels.
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FIG. 3. This diagram shows the experimental plan used to determine the persistence of the
reseeding characteristic in a reseeding variety of crimson clover.
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Effects of irrigation on Coastal bermudagross
stands are illustrated by these photographs
made at the Lower Coastal Plain Substation,
Camden, in the summer of 1963. All plots
shown received nitrogen at the rate of 200
lb. per acre. With cuttings at 3-week inter-
val (above) stand maintenance was better
without irrigation. Although the same was
true for sods cut at 6-week intervals (left),
persistence of irrigated Coastal was better
when cut at 6-week intervals (comparison of
two irrigated plots shown). Results also
showed that stands were maintained better
with the higher nitrogen rates tested.

STANDS of Coastal Bermuda
Influenced by MANAGEMENT

E. M. EVANS, R. M. PATTERSON, L. E. ENSMINGER, and

C. S. HOVELAND, Dept of Agronomy and Soils

, Datit floill irri,_,atcd plot oidy. All 11oll-
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NUMBER OF TREES AND SA9ILOG VOLUME PER ACRE

Numbers of trees and sawlog volume per
acre resulting from various burniing treat-
ments are presented here.

Frequent WINTER FIRES
do not damage LARGE PINES

G. 1. GARIN, Department of Forestry

Plot at left burned every year has na seed-
lings or small trees in the undergrowth. Plot
at right not burned has a substantial in-
growth of small trees.
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H IGHLIGHTS OF AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH reports new developments result-
ing from research of the Agricultural Ex-
periment Station. In 1964, the Quarterly
featured 55 articles covering 14 major
fields of research relating to the general
areas of food and fiber, the home, con-
sumption, and marketing. During last
year numbers of requests were received

Animal Science

EARLY WEANING MAY BOOST PIG PER-
FORMANCE-Brown and Tucker, Vol. 11,
No. 2, 1964.

LIQUID FEEDING OF GROWING-FINISHING

HoGs-Tucker and Brown. Vol. 11, No. 4.
1964.

PEANUT HULLS REPLACE HAY IN LIVE-
STOCK FATTENING RATIONs-Anthony, Nix,
Starling, and Harris. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

SILAGES AND SUPPLEMENTS FOR GROWING
BEEF CALVES-Harris, Anthony, Boseck,
Brown, and Mayton. Vol. 11, No. 8. 1964.

UREA-A PROTEIN SUBSTITUTE FOR FEED-

ING Cows-Anthony, Nix, and Starling. Vol.
11, No. 4. 1964.

Consumer Economics

CHANGES IN FLUID MILK CONSUMPTION-

Wilson. Vol. 11, No. 2, 1964.
CREDIT FOR FARM AND HoME-Yeager.

Vol. 11, No. 8. 1964.
FARM AND MARKET EFFICIENCY MAKE

FOOD A GOOD BARGAIN-White. Vol. 11,
No. 1. 1964.

THE CONSUMER: FINAL BOSS OF FOOD

MARKETING SYSTEM-Hammett. Vol. 11,
No. 3. 1964.

Dairy Science

Top COASTAL MAINTAINS MILK PRODUC-
TION-Hawkins, Paar, and Little. Vol. 11,
No. 4. 1964.

Farm Economics

ALABAMA CATTLE FEEDING AND FINISH-
ING OPERATIONS-Holmes and Lee. Vol. 11,
No. 4. 1964.

CORN PRICE CHANGES AFFECT ALABAMA

FARMERS-McManus. Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

DEPRECIATION-A HIDDEN FARM COST-

Yeager. Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.
FEEDING FOR Low COST MILK PRODUC-

TION-Blackstone, Mayton, and Hawkins.
Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

FEWER BUT LARGER PRODUCERS OF GRADE
A MILK-Wilson and Cobb. Vol. 11, No. 4.
1964.

GETTING STARTED IN FARMIN G-MC-
Manus and Osborn. Vol. 11, No. 4. 1964.

MILK-PRICES, MARGINS AND RETURNS-

Wilson. Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

for back copies of the Quarterly. If you
are one of those who saves HIGH-
LIGHTS for reference purposes, "fill-ins"
for the last several years are available.
Address your request to Editor, HIGH-
LIGHTS OF AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH, Auburn University, Agricul-
tural Experiment Station, Auburn, Ala-
bama.

PEACH PACKING COSTS IN ALABAMA-
White. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

TRENDS TOWARD LONGER LIFE HAS So-
CIAL IMPLICATIONs-Dunkelberger. Vol. 11,
No. 4. 1964.

VARIATIONS IN PRICES FOR FLUID MILK-

Wilson. Vol. 11, No. 3. 1964.

Farm Machinery

FARM MACHINERY CUSTOM RATES-No-
len. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

MECHANIZED PRODUCTION OF IRRIGATED
CoTTON-Corley and Boseck. Vol. 11, No. 2.
1964.

Fertilization

BORON FOR COTTON PROFITABLE IN ALA-
BAMA-Wear. Vol. 11, No. 4. 1964.

EFFICIENCY OF NITROGEN SOURCES VARIES
ON ALKALINE SoILs-Scarsbrook, Grimes,
and Smith. Vol. 11, No. 4. 1964.

HIGH ANALYSIS VS. Low ANALYSIS FER-

TILIZERS-Ensminger and Hood. Vol. 11,
No. 4. 1964.

Low SOIL POTASSIUM SETS UP COASTAL
FOR LEAFSPOT DISEASE-Evans and Gu-
dauskas. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

Field Crops

FRONTIER CRIMSON FURNISHES NEEDED

GRAZING IN FALL AND WINTER-Hoveland,
Creel, and Webster. Vol. 11, No. 3. 1964.

INSECT RESISTANCE IMPORTANT IN CORN
BREEDING PROGRAM-McCain and Eden.
Vol. 11, No. 3. 1964.

LONG LASTING EFFECTS FROM PERENNIAL
LEGUMES-Cope, Jr., and Scarsbrook. Vol.
11, No. 1. 1964.

REGAL-NEW LADINO WHITE CLOVER-
Johnson. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

SUMMER ANNUAL GRASSES FOR LATE
SUMMER FoRAGE-Hoveland and Webster.
Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

Fish Culture

CHANNEL CATFISH SHOWS PROMISE AS
FARM POND SPORT FIsH-Prather. Vol. 11,
No. 3. 1964.

Floriculture

ANNUAL FLOWERING PLANTS FOR HOME
LANDSCAPE-Orr and Martin, Jr. Vol. 11,
No. 4. 1964.

Index to Articles Published in

HIGHLIGHTS of Agricultural Research
1964

MENT UNITS-Cope, Jr., Bertram, and Rich-
ardson. Vol. 11, No. 3. 1964.
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FERTILIZING AND IRRIGATING AT THE
SAME TIME-Furuta, Martin, and Perry.
Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

PLANT SHORTENERS HAVE MANY UsES-

Furuta. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

Forestry

FERTILIZING YOUNG PINE PLANTATIONS
-Carter and Lyle. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

RESPONSE OF YELLOW-POPLAR TO SEED-
BED PREPARATION-Whipple. Vol. 11, No.
3. 1964.

WOODS BURNING AFFECTS SEEDLING SUR-

VIVAL-Garin. Vol. 11, No. 4. 1964.

Fruits and Vegetables

DETERMINING PECAN FERTILIZER NEEDS
THROUGH LEAF ANALYSIS-Amling and
Turner. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

EFFECTS OF FIELD SEEDING AND TRANS-
PLANTING ON CANTALOUPE PRODUCTION-
Norton. Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

FERTILIZER APPLICATIONS VS. RAINFALL
RECORDS-Ware and Johnson. Vol. 11, No.
1. 1964.

POULTRY MANURE VALUABLE FOR VEGE-
TABLE CROPs-Ware and Johnson. Vol. 11,
No. 4. 1964.

ROOTKNOT CONTROL PRACTICES IN BUSH
BEANS AND MUSTARD-Johnson and Cairns.
Vol. 11, No. 8. 1964.

WHAT ARE BEST WAYS OF DETERMINING
WHEN TO IRRIGATE?-Johnson and Ware.
Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

Insects and Controls

PINE TIP MOTH-PEST OF YOUNG PINES-
Hyche. Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

SEARCH FOR BETTER COTTON INSECT CON-
TROL GOES ON-Watson and Ivey. Vol. 11,
No. 8. 1964.

THE GRANULATE CUTWORM IN PEANUTS
AND ITS CONTROL-Eden, Brogden, and
Sconyers. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.

Poultry Science

GUMBORO DISEASE IN POULTRY-Edgar
and Cho. Vol. 11, No. 3. 1964.

Soil Pests

BETTER SOIL SAMPLING FOR ROOTKNOT
NEMATODES-Motsinger and Cairns. Vol. 11,
No. 1. 1964.

Weed Control

CHEMICAL CONTROL OF ALLIGATORWEEDS
-Funderburk, Jr., Pate, and Lawrence. Vol.
11, No. 3. 1964.

CONTROLLING ANNUAL BLUEGRASS IN
LAwNs-Sturkie. Vol. 11, No. 3. 1964.

CONTROL OF AQUATIC WEEDS WITH FISH

-Shell. Vol. 11, No. 2. 1964.
How TO CONTROL WILD GARLIC-Stur-

kie. Vol. 11, No. 4. 1964.

Miscellaneous

FOUNDATION SEED STOCKS FARM-DEDI-
CATED TO PRODUCING PURE SEED-Stevenson
and Sharman, Jr. Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

INDEX TO ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN HIGH-
LIGHTS OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, 1963-
Vol. 11, No. 1. 1964.

SMALL FARM, GOOD RETURNS-THAT'S
RECORD MADE BY COTTON-HOG MANAGE-



G. E. HAWKINS, Dept. of Dairy

U SING A PRESERVATIVE improves qual-
ity of silage made from Sudax-11. Add-
ing !ground ear corn to reduce moisture
content (1) increases silage dry matter
content, (2) results in greater consump-
tion by cattle, and (3) supports higher
milk production.

These advantages were noted in a
study at the Black Belt Substation in
1962 and 1963. In this test, Sudax-11
was seeded following small grain, cut
in the pre-head stage (50-54 days after
planting), and ensiled in 15-ton tower
silos. Two silos had ground ear corn
added at time of ensiling, at rates of
100 and 200 lb. per ton of green forage.
These silages were compared with Sudax
ensiled without corn preservative as a
source of nutrients for milking dairy
COWS.

Test cows were fed silage free choice
as their only source of roughage. In ad-
dition, all cows received a 17% crude
protein concentrate mixture at the rate
of 1 lb. for each 3 lb. of FCM (4% fat
corrected milk) produced daily during
the 10-day standardization period pre-
ceding each test.

Yields of forage dry matter averaged
2,755 lb. per acre for the 2-year period.
This yield is much lower than from many
silage crops, but it represents only one
cutting of forage. Two and possibly three
cuttings of Sudax are possible in most
Alabama areas.

Addition of ground corn as a preserva-
tive to Sudax-11 markedly reduced seep-
age and spoilage losses in the silos. How-
ever, dry matter lost as fermentation
gases was increased about three fold by
adding corn. Hence, total dry matter lost
in storage was similar for each treatment,
15-18%.

Composition, digestibility, intake,
FCM production, and persistency of pro-
duction are given in the table.

Crude protein content of all silages
was relatively high each year, with di-
gestible protein averaging 4.7%. There
was no significant effect on protein con-
tent because of level of preservative
added. Nevertheless, direct relationships

were found between level of preserva-
tive and dry matter, crude fiber, lignin,
and nitrogen-free extract contents of the
silage.

Range of TDN contents of the silages
was 62.6 to 63.5% in 1962 and 55.0 to
62.3% in 1963. Lower TDN contents in
1963 were associated with the higher
crude fiber and lignin contents of these
silages. Adding 100 and 200 lb. of corn
increased TDN of the high-moisture sil-
ages fed in 1963.

Consumption of silage dry matter was
relatively good in 1962 but low in 1963.

COMPOSITION, DIGESTIBILITY, AND IN'
LEVEL AND PERSISTEN

Ground Silage cont
ear corn
per ton DM CP CF NFE

as fed
Pct. Pet. Pct. Pet.

1962
None------ 25.1 9.5 28.4 52.8
100 lb...... 27.5 9.3 27.6 55.1
200 lb. 29.6 8.1 25.0 58.0

1963
None 16.2 11.9 34.3 41.0
100 lb...... 18.7 12.4 30.5 43.0
200 lb...... 22.2 11.9 24.6 50.3

SUDAX-11 SILAGE IMPROVED
BY USE OF PRESERVATIVE

J. A. LITTLE, Dept. of Dairy Science
L. A. SMITH and H. W. GRIMES, JR., Black Belt Substation

ent

Lignin DP

Pet. Pct.

3.5
3.6
3.2

5.6
4.3
3.7

4.6
4.1
2.9

5.4
6.4
5.0

Average for 6-week experimental periods.
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FCM
DM productionintake

TDN per cwt. Daily Persist-T Pc per cow ency 1

Pct. Lb. Lb. Pct.

63.5 1.81 35.1 82
63.1 1.97 36.8 86
62.6 2.05 38.5 90

55.0 1.20 26.3 80
62.3 1.32 27.4 83
59.9 1.64 30.4 93

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300

In both tests, forage intake increased
with addition of preservative and was
directly related to dry matter content of
the forage. This emphasizes the need of
producing silage with relatively low mois-
ture content.

FCM production and persistency of
production were greater for cows fed
Sudax with preservative. As shown by
data in the table, cows fed silage with
corn added consumed more forage dry
matter and produced more milk than
cows getting silage without preservative.
However, only the cows fed Sudax with
200 lb. corn per ton were able to main-
tain a normal level of production. Thus,
the 200-lb. rate gives greatest benefits.

Amount of silage TDN eaten was the
primary factor limiting milk production.
Cows fed Sudax ensiled with 200 lb. of
corn per ton consumed an average of
2.54 lb. more TDN daily than those fed
the same forage without added corn.
The cows on silage without preservative
would have needed an extra 3.5 lb. of
concentrate daily to maintain level of
production equal to those getting silage
with corn added.

TAKE OF TEST SILAGES AS RELATED TO

CY OF MILK PRODUCTION


