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Sorghum-Sudan Hyjbrids

for Grazing Beef Steers
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Ransom Soybean -

Group VII Variety
Compared with Bragg
at Seven Locations

D. L. THURLOW, Deportment of

Agronomy and Soils
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Many Alabama campers are hoping far mare
developed desirable camping sites.
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Managjingj Sericea for Foragje
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FIG. 1. Carbohydrate storage in sericca
roots in August of the second harvest year.
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Seedling Damage from Ammonium Phosphate
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FARM LABOR-
Hard tco Find and Keep
DAN DAVIS and LOWELL WILSON

Dept. of Agricultural Economics andu Ruraf Sociologjy
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\\oikers is it poldelli lj;ltiolmidc.
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Cattle wintering on Coastal bermudaograss (bottom) and those on
winter grazing (top) are shown in these Substation scenes.
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EaCH YEAR Alabama youth leave high
school, vocational school, or junior or
senior college to enter the adult labor
force. For most, the preparation for
adulthood has involved considerable
time, financial commitment, and personal
effort. During these years of educational
preparation, they have been guided by
aspirations for specific educational and
occupational goals. Are these goals at-
tainable in light of the realities of exist-
ing opportunities and current job trends?
Or, are many young people destined for
disillusionment because of realities of the
labor market?

A panel of rural youth attending a
sample of 17 randomly selected high
schools in four northeastern Alabama
counties completed special question-
naires in 1966 as 10th graders and again
in 1968 as seniors. Information related
to the educational and occupational as-
pirations of these in-school youth from
rural areas and small towns was ob-
tained. Students were asked how much
schooling they would like to have and
what kind of job they would most want
in adult life.

Educational Aspirations

High school youth in northeastern Ala-
bama were strongly oriented toward a
college education, see table. Of the 678
boys and girls completing questionnaires
as sophomores, 58.7% wanted to attend
a junior college or 4-year college after
completing high school. Only 10% of

EDUCATIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRA-

TION CHANGE AMONG A PANEL OF
NORTHEASTERN ALABAMA HIGH

SCHOOL STUDENTS, 1966-68

Years Change'Aspiration
goal levels 1966 1968 Aggre. Cate-

gate gory
Pct. Pct. Pct. Pct

Educational
H. sch. or less ......... 10.5 11.5 ±1.0 70.4
Bus. or voc ............. 30.8 26.8 -4.0 56.5
Jr. coll. 8.6 8.8 +0.2 77.6
Coll. (4-yr.) .--.......... 31.8 29.6 -2.2 54.2
Grad. sch. ......--------- 18.3 23.3 +5.0 47.6
Occupational
Semi-skilled ...... 8.6 6.8 -1.8 67.3
Skilled 14.6 13.6 -1.0 59.1
Farm -4.6 2.0 -2.6 67.9
Non-profess...... 25.6 31.8 +6.2 40.3
Professional ....... 46.6 45.8 -0.8 32.7

' Change in aspirations is viewed in terms
of the percentage of all youth desiring each
goal level (aggregate) versus the percentage
of youth who desired each goal level in
1966 but had changed to some other goal
level by 1968 (category).

2 Non-professional occ up atio ns include
white collar jobs such as sales clerks, typists,
managers, proprietors, etc.

the students desired to complete their
education prior to or with the comple-
tion of high school. When interviewed
2 years later as seniors, the same youth
were even more college oriented. Sixty-

two per cent now wanted some form of
college education. Few had lowered

their goals to either high school gradua-
tion or post-high school vocational train-
ing, and a 5% increase was found among

youth desiring graduate school training.
Change in educational goals among

these young people may appear incon-
sequential in the aggregate, but consider-
ation of goal changes for each educa-

tional category revealed that between
their sophomore and senior years 57.4%
had changed the amount of education

desired. Youth who aspired to either
high school or junior college experienced
the greatest change in goals, while those

aspiring to do graduate study changed
least. Some youth had lowered their
educational goals, but most had raised
their already high goals to even higher
levels.

Occupational Aspirations

Rural teenagers have only limited con-
tact with and experience in the work

world. Even their contact with industrial
and semi-professional jobs is restricted.
However, as opportunities for part- and
full-time employment become available,
this situation changes and more realistic
appraisals of employment opportunities
mark their career goals during this de-

velopmental stage.
Data for youth in northeastern Ala-

bama revealed that the majority aspired

to professional and white collar non-pro-
fessional jobs, see table. In both 10th and

12th grades almost 50% of the youth
desired professional occupations. Less
than 5% of the 10th graders wanted to

farm and only 23% desired skilled or
semi-skilled (blue collar) jobs. By the

12th grade a slight shift had occurred
from all job levels toward white collar,
non-professional occupations such as
sales, clerical, and managerial positions.

Again, as was observed regarding edu-
cation, a considerable proportion of these
youth had changed their occupational
goals from one general occupational level
to another. For example, a change from
school teacher to car salesman involved
a change from the professional to non-
professional level, whereas a change
from doctor to lawyer did not. Forty-
three per cent of the young people in-

terviewed changed their occupational
aspiration during the high school years.
The proportion of youth changing their
goals was greatest in the semi-skilled and
farm occupations and least among youth
desiring to enter professions and white
collar non-professional jobs.

Comprehensive
Counseling Needed

The high percentage of students ex-

periencing change in their educational
and occupational goals during the high
school years emphasizes the need for
effective programs of high school coun-
seling. Problems currently encountered
in placing highly trained college gradu-
ates into suitable employment suggests a
great need among young people for in-
formation relating to the opportunities
available in the job market. It is impor-
tant that counselors give emphasis to, pro-
viding students with educational and oc-
cupational alternatives to college attend-
ance and professional careers. The wise
counselor will help students consider po-
tentials for and limitations against the at-
tainment of specific goals as well as pro-
mote the positive aspects of the many
socially essential and well compensated
skilled and service jobs for which there
currently exists a shortage of qualified
young applicants.
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GULECOAST CANTALOUPE
New Variety for
Commercial Production
JD. NORTON, Department of Horticuture
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