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Overview 

 Open access (OA) publishing 
 Self-archiving 
 Institutional repositories (IRs) 
 Copyright  

 



What is open access publishing? 

 “Open-access (OA) literature is digital, 
online, free of charge, and free of most 
copyright and licensing restrictions. What 
makes it possible is the internet and the 
consent of the author or copyright-holder.” 
-Peter Suber, Earlham College, Harvard Open Access Project 

 Amherst College Press 
 Ph.D. Comics 

http://www.phdcomics.com/comics.php?n=1533
https://www.amherst.edu/library/press
http://www.phdcomics.com/comics.php?n=1533
http://www.phdcomics.com/comics.php?n=1533


Why should I care about open access? 

 Allows you to maintain/reassert control over 
your own scholarship 

 Makes your work more widely available and 
more widely discoverable 

 Supports the mission of the university  
 Responds to federal mandates (NIH, NSF, 

NEH, etc.) 
 Helps to stretch the library’s acquisitions 

budget 



Motivators for open access  

 Disciplinary culture  
 Belief that open access has an indirect but 

positive affect on academic reward  
 Altruism  
 Complying with a funding agency mandate 
 Saving time 



How can I support open access? 

 Publish in open access journals 
 Directory of Open Access Journals 

 Self-archive published materials on your own 
website 

 Upload published materials to disciplinary 
repository 
 PubMed 

 Upload published materials to institutional 
repository (IR) 
 AUrora 

http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
http://aurora.auburn.edu/


Example of self-archiving  



Barriers to open access 

 Concern about copyright and publisher 
policy 

 Time and effort 
 Belief that access is not a problem in your 

discipline 



What’s an IR? 

“A set of services that a university offers to the 
members of its community for the management 
and dissemination of digital materials created by 
the institution and its community members.”  
-Association of Research Libraries 
 

“An online locus for collecting, preserving, and 
disseminating—in digital form—the intellectual 
output of an institution, particularly a research 
institution.” 
-Wikipedia 

http://www.arl.org/resources/pubs/br/br226/br226ir.shtml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional_repository


Harvard & MIT 

http://dash.harvard.edu/
http://dspace.mit.edu/


Georgia Tech & Purdue 

https://smartech.gatech.edu/
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/about.html


Auburn’s IR: AUrora 

http://aurora.auburn.edu/
http://aurora.auburn.edu/


Benefits of self-archiving with AUrora 

1. Increasing citation impact 
2. A permanent home with persistent URLs 

(preservation and findability) 
3. Increasing research access (wider 

readership), including to taxpayers, 
legislators, and media 

4. Earlier dissemination so greater impact 
 



Benefits of self-archiving with AUrora 

5. Bundling papers and supplemental 
materials 

6. Dispensing with need to maintain your 
own database of papers 

7. Getting help with publisher policies, 
depositing material, and description 
(metadata) 

 



How AUrora works 1 

http://aurora.auburn.edu/


How AUrora works 2 



How AUrora works 3 



How AUrora works 4 



How AUrora works 5  



How AUrora works 6 



How AUrora works 7   



How AUrora works 8 



How AUrora works 9 



How AUrora works 10 



Your rights as an author 

 You are the copyright holder of the work unless and until 
you transfer copyright to someone else in a signed 
agreement. 

 The copyright holder normally possesses the exclusive 
rights of reproduction, distribution, public performance, 
public display, and modification of the original work.  

 Decisions concerning use of the work, such as 
distribution, access, pricing, updates, and any use 
restrictions belong to the copyright holder.  

-Using the SPARC Author Addendum 

http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml


Traditional publication agreements 

 Often titled “Copyright Transfer Agreement” 
 
 “According to the traditional publication agreement, 

all rights —including copyright — go to the journal” 
 

 You may not be able to place the work on course 
Web sites, copy it for students or colleagues, 
deposit the work in a public online archive, or reuse 
portions in a subsequent work. 

 
-Using the SPARC Author Addendum 

http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml
http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml


Investigate publisher policies 
Look for Author’s Rights pages, FAQs, or standard 
copyright transfer agreements. 
 
 Elsevier Author Rights & Responsibilities 
 Wiley Copyright FAQs 
 Springer FAQ about Author’s Rights 
 Springer Copyright Transfer Statement  
 Taylor & Francis Copyright and Reusing Your Own 

Work 
 

Search SHERPA/RoMEO to find other publisher 
policies 
 

http://www.elsevier.com/authors/author-rights-and-responsibilities
http://authorservices.wiley.com/bauthor/faqs_copyright.asp
http://www.springer.com/open+access/authors+rights?SGWID=0-176704-12-683101-0
http://www.springer.com/cda/content/document/cda_downloaddocument/62482_CTS+Format_T1.pdf?SGWID=0-0-45-1384288-0
http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/permissions/reusingOwnWork.asp
http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/permissions/reusingOwnWork.asp
http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/permissions/reusingOwnWork.asp
http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/permissions/reusingOwnWork.asp
http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/permissions/reusingOwnWork.asp
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Resources for negotiating publication 
agreements 
 Scholarly Publishing and Academic 

Resources Coalition (SPARC) Author 
Addendum 

 Scholar’s Copyright Addendum Engine 
 Columbia University Copyright Advisory 

Office 

http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml
http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml
http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/
http://copyright.columbia.edu/copyright/copyright-ownership/publication-agreements/
http://copyright.columbia.edu/copyright/copyright-ownership/publication-agreements/


Selected bibliography 

 Amherst College Press  
 Columbia University Copyright Advisory 

Office 
 Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 
 OpenDOAR  
 Ph.D. Comics 
 SHERPA/RoMEO 
 Using the SPARC Author Addendum 
 

https://www.amherst.edu/library/press
http://copyright.columbia.edu/copyright/
http://copyright.columbia.edu/copyright/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.phdcomics.com/comics.php?f=1533
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml


Thank you. Questions? 

• Jaena Alabi  
jma0019@auburn.edu  

 
• Jo Mackiewicz 

mackiewicz@auburn.edu 
 

• Aaron Trehub 
trehuaj@auburn.edu 

mailto:jma0019@auburn.edu
mailto:mackiewicz@auburn.edu
mailto:trehuaj@auburn.edu
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